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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OEXC (IMAM MUSA AL-SADR) AL- 
SUBJECT: IV NOMINATION FOR IMAM MUSA/SADR 

REF: STATE TELS 078364 AND 077919 

L I FIND REFTELS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. EVER SINCE I HAVE BEEN 
IN BEIRUT WE HAVE BEEN CONSIDERING THE IMAM MUSA AL-SADR 
AS AN IV NOMINEE. WE HAVE KEPT THE DEPARTMENT COMPLETELY 
INFORMED ON ALL DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER. IF WE 
WERE TO WELSH AT THIS POINT AND POSTPONE OR CANCEL 
IMAM'S VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES, WE WOULD ELIMINATE 
OUR CREDIBILITY IN A LARGE SECTOR OF THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY. 
NO MATTER HOW WE WOULD TRY TO SUGAR THE PILL, OUR 
ENEMIES, THE IMAM'S ENEMIES AND OTHER POLITICAL 
ACTIVISTS IN THIS COUNTRY WOULD HAVE A DONNYBROOK 
AND THE ONLY REAL LOSER WOULD BE UNCLE SAM. THE 
ONLY WAY TO MITIGATE SUCH A DISASTER WOULD BE FOR US TO 
ADMIT THAT THE SHAH OF IRAN IS ALLOWED TO DETERMINE 
WHAT LEBANESE TRAVEL TO THE U.S. THEREFORE 
WE ARE WITHDRAWING THIS INVITATION. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, THE IMAM IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE HALF 
DOZEN MOST INFLUENTIAL MEN IN THE LEBANON TODAY. 

HE HAS JUST BEEN REFLECTED (UNTIL 1992) PRESIDENT OF 
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WHICH HE EXERCISES POLITICAL CONTROL OF LEBANON'S 
SECOND LARGEST RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY. HE HAS RECENTLY 
VISITED SAUDI ARABIA TO PRESENT THE SHI’A COMMUNITY'S 
CONDOLENCES ON KING FEISAL'S DEATH AND WAS SEEN OFF 
AT THE AIRPORT BY MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND WAS 
RECEIVED ON HIS RETURN THE SAME HONORS. PRESIDENT 
FRANGIE CALLED ON HIM LAST WEEK TO CONGRATULATE HIM 
ON HIS ELECTION, AN HONOR WHICH THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC HERETOFORE HAS ONLY PAID TO THE MARONITE 
PATRIARCH. 

3. I AM OF COURSE FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE IRANIAN VIEW 
OF THE IMAM, BUT I THOUGHT THIS PROBLEM HAD BEEN 
THRASHED OUT SOME TIME AGO AND IT WAS ONLY WITH SPECIFIC 
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT THAT I HAVE CON 
TINUED TO INDICATE OUR WILLINGNESS TO ACCORD HIM 
AN IV GRANT. ON THIS LATTER POINT, PLEASE SEE 
EMBTEL 4510, WHICH I DICTATED PRIOR TO SEEING REFTELS. 

I SHALL BE LUNCHING WITH CHAMOUN AND VICTOR MOUSSA 
THRUSDAY, APRIL 10 AND WILL HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION 
AS TO THE DETAILS OF THE IMAM'S LUNCH YESTERDAY WITH 
IRANIAN AMBASSADOR. 

GODLEY 



SECRET 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 APR 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT04523 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 22-0363 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750473/aaaacooe.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 75 STATE TELS 078364, 75 AND 077919 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 AUG 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <28 AUG 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IV NOMINATION FOR IMAM MUSA/SADR 
TAGS: OEXC, AL, (IMAM MUSA AL-SADR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




